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Dear Mr Byrne

Thank you for your lefter of 15 December 2009 to Lin Homer on behalf of Mr Gus
Hussain of 17 Chartist Road, Birmingham, B8 1QB, regarding the wording of the time
limit for submitting an appeal following an entry clearance refusal and acceptable
proof of marriage from applicants in Azad Kashmir. Your letter has been passed to
me to reply and | apologise for the delay in responding to you.

An applicant’s appeal rights are stated on the written notice of refusal, along with the
advice that the completed appeal form must arrive no later than 28 days after the
date of the refusal notice. In some instances applicants will not receive their notice of
refusal on the date that it issued. The notice therefore also records the date and
method that the document left the Visa Section, eg if it was handed personaliy to the
applicant, sent by courier or returned via the Visa Application Centre (VAC). Due fo
these different methods it is not possible for the Visa Section to record when an
applicant actually receives the document, and therefore when it was “served”. The
standard 28 days wording is therefore used as a guide to applicants. As the method
of delivery is recorded on the refusal notice this is taken into account when the
appeal is received and date stamped by the Visa Section.

The second peint raised by Mr Hussain concerns acceptable proof of marriage for
applicants whose marriage took place in Azad Kashmir, where The Pakistan Muslim
Family Ordinance of 1961 does not apply and marriages are not registered with the
Union Council.

I am able to inform you that the Visa Section now accepts Nikah Khuwanis from Azad
Jammu Kashmir as different family law applies there, but that they do not accept
Nikah Khuwanis from any other region of Pakistan. If an applicant from any other
region submits a Nikah Khuwani they will be refused as it is not acceptable evidence
of marriage.
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